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Wisconsin Medical Professionals Urge Leaders in Legislature to Expand

BadgerCare, Help More Wisconsinites Access Care
To the Honorable Members of the Wisconsin Legislature:

As health professionals in Wisconsin, we call on the Wisconsin Legislature to finally
expand BadgerCare in our state. Wisconsin is one of only 10 states — and the only
one in the Midwest — that has not expanded Medicaid as allowed under the
Affordable Care Act and, as a result, denied hardworking Wisconsinites from getting
access to health care that can improve and save lives. As health care costs
continue to rise, it's time for our legislative leaders to reconsider their positions,

help lower health care costs, and increase access to care for Wisconsinites.

While we're grateful that Wisconsin’s Medicaid program, BadgerCare, provides
essential health coverage to low-income families up to 100% of the federal poverty
level, too many Wisconsinites are still being left without health care. By expanding
this crucial program to people with incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level,
we can help nearly 90,000 working Wisconsinites who currently have no health care
finally get protection and peace of mind. These are Wisconsinites who, with a

household income of $43,000 a year for a family of four, earn too much for

BadgerCare, yet can’t afford private health insurance premiums, which are on

average_19% more expensive in Wisconsin compared to neighboring states.

As medical professionals, we took an oath to do everything in our power to help
prevent harm from coming to the patients we serve. We support expanding
BadgerCare because, in states that expanded Medicaid, women are more likely to
get mammograms and increase their chances of detecting cancer early, people are
more likely to manage diabetes, and fewer people die from opioid deaths, among
other positive outcomes. Medical debt is lower in states that expanded health care.

Rural hospitals enjoy_consistently higher operating margins in states that have

expanded their Medicaid programs, which is especially critical in light of the recent

closures of two hospitals in rural western Wisconsin.

Committee to Protect Health Care


https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03406a.pdf
https://www.medicaidplanningassistance.org/federal-poverty-guidelines/
https://captimes.com/opinion/guest-columns/opinion-if-republican-north-carolina-can-pass-medicaid-expansion-why-wont-wisconsin/article_ad0be549-33a1-5b19-949f-5159779a061f.html
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/press-release/rural-hospitals-have-fared-worse-financially-in-states-that-havent-expanded-medicaid-coverage/
https://www.chiefhealthcareexecutive.com/view/wisconsin-hospital-association-president-discusses-hospital-closures-financial-woes-and-more

For too long, Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Robin Vos and his allies in the Legislature have

stood directly in the way of expanding BadgerCare. Speaker Vos has even gone so far as to say,

“Medicaid expansion will never happen.” We urge him and other legislative leaders who've

opposed expansion to reconsider, and think of patients like ours who are just trying to get by,

manage their health conditions, and continue working and caring for their families.

As Wisconsin health professionals, we call on our elected leaders to put the health and

wellbeing of our patients and our fellow Wisconsinites ahead of partisan ideology, and support

expanding BadgerCare.

Signed:

Ann Helms, MD; Neurology (Milwaukee)

Christopher Ford, MD; Emergency Medicine (Whitefish Bay)
Barbara Hostetler, MD; OB/GYN (Verona)

Robert Freedland, MD; Ophthalmology (La Crosse)
Shefaali Sharma, MD; OB/GYN (Madison)

Calle Cox Bauer, DO; OB/GYN (Neenah)

Andrew Clithero, DO; Family medicine (Milwaukee)
Frances Nelson, FNP; Family medicine (Menasha)
Thomas Bachhuber, MD; Family medicine (Shorewood)
William Houghton, MD; Psychiatry (Milwaukee)
William Hocking, MD; Oncology (Marshfield)

Sharilyn Stanley, MD; Allergy and Immunology (Delavan)
Robin Wilson, MD; Ophthalmology (River Hills)

Paula Hobson, MD; OB/GYN (Reedsburg)

Scott Walker, MD; Family medicine (Prairie Du Chien)
Joyce Brehm, MD; Internal medicine (Stoughton)
Patricia Safavi, MD; Pediatrics (Wauwatosa)

John Russo, MD; Emergency medicine (Middleton)
Sarah Yanke, MD; OB/GYN (Madison)

Nike Mourikes, MD; Internal medicine (Madison)

Kay Gruling, MD; Family medicine (Wausau)

Steven Wiesner, MD; Physical medicine rehabilitation (Milwaukee)

Jean Carstensen, MD; Pediatrics (Madison)
Julie Gocey, MD; Pediatrics (Verona)
Alexandra Hall, MD; Family medicine (Menomonie)

Laura Berghahn, MD; OB/GYN (Madison)

Zoe Rammelkamp, MD; Internal medicine (Madison)
Brilliant Nimmer, MD; Pediatrics (Milwaukee)

Kevin Johnson, MD; Internal medicine (Kohler)

Cara Syth, MD; OB/GYN (Menomonie)

Lauren Kurtz, MD; OB/GYN (Waukesha)

Kyle Swanson, MD; Surgery (Brookfield)

Jay Gold, MD; Preventive Medicine (Madison)

Joshua Modder, MD; Urology (Appleton)

Katherine Pellino, MD; OB/GYN (Franklin)

Tracy Capes, MD; OB/GYN (EIm Grove)

Laura Houser, MD; Pediatrics (Madison)

Mary Connelly, MD; Family medicine (Appleton)

James Butler, MD; Emergency medicine (Amherst Junction)
Leslie Taylor, MD; Psychiatry (Madison)

Ralph Knudson, MD; Family medicine (La Crosse)

Ann Heaslett, MD; Psychiatry (Madison)

Mark Sager, MD; Internal medicine (Middleton)

Grant Sinson, MD; Surgery (EIm Grove)

Galen Hasler, MD; Oncology (Madison)

Richard Owens, MD; Emergency medicine (Madison)

Kathy Hartke, MD; OB/GYN (Brookfield)

Kristy Graettinger, MD; OB/GYN (Whitefish Bay)

Smriti Khare, MD; Pediatrics (Hustisford)

Michael McDonald, MD; Surgery (Monona)

Richard Baker, MD; Interventional Radiology (Madison)
Jeannine Fortin, MD; Family medicine (Freedom)
Timothy Wycoff, MD; Family medicine (Appleton)

Timothy Pavek, MD; Emergency medicine (De Pere)
Deborah Dryer-Akl, MD; Family medicine (Ashland)
Dianne Meyer, MD; Emergency medicine (Middleton)
Chris Humphreys, MD; Anesthesiology (Stone Lake)
John Traxler, MD (Milwaukee)

Kathryn Middleton, MD; Internal medicine (Middleton)
Milton McMillen, MD; Emergency medicine (La Crosse)
Barbara Boyer, MD; Surgery (Minocqua)

Irene Mirkin, MD; Internal medicine (Madison)

Sarah Enz, MD; Dermatology (Lodi)

Elizabeth Ciurlik, MD; Pediatrics (Brookfield)

Susan Stickels, MD; Family medicine (Shorewood)
Robert Golden , MD; Family medicine (Madison)
Richard Glad, MD; Surgery (Madison)

James Couser, MD; Internal medicine (Middleton)
Mary Jo Zimmer, MD; Pediatrics (Milwaukee)
Lawrence Golopol, MD; Internal medicine (Shorewood)
Kevin Fullin, MD; Internal medicine (Kenosha)

James Leonhardt, MD; OB/GYN (Delafield)

Robert Factor, MD; Psychiatry (Madison)

Darin Gregory, MD; OB/GYN (Dousman)

Martin Voss, MD; Allergy and Immunology (Eau Claire)
Julio Bird, MD; Internal medicine (La Crosse)

Paul Sletten, MD; Family medicine (Waupaca)

Cynthia Rice, MD; Diagnostic radiology (Mequon)
Mary Cronin, MD; Internal medicine (Fox Point)

Lara Stein, MD; OB/GYN (Brookfield)

Calvin Bruce, MD; Family medicine (Madison)

Ellen Spiering, MD; Family medicine (Monona)

Juanita Halls, MD; Internal medicine (Monona)

Susan Mickel, MD; Neurology (Madison)

Jeanne Medina, MD; Family medicine (Milwaukee)
Joanne Pasiuk, MD; Surgery (Fond Du Lac)

Kimberly Stepien, MD; Ophthalmology (Middleton)
Ann Behrmann, MD; Pediatrics (Madison)

Ellen Comiskey, MD; OB/GYN (Waukesha)

Sara Long, MD; Psychiatry (Cross Plains)

Debesh Mazumdar, MD; Internal medicine (Milwaukee)
David Lonsdorf, MD; Family medicine (Verona)

Joel Charles, MD; Family medicine (Soldiers Grove)
Erik Ranheim, MD, PhD; Pathology (Black Earth)

Maria Mascola, MD; OB/GYN (Madison)

Mark Domroese, MD, PhD; Physical Medicine (La Crosse)
Lawrence Waite, DO; Family medicine (Onalaska)
Emelle Holmes, PA-C; OB/GYN (Madison)

Jordan Kennedy, PharmD (Brookfield)

Barbara Bergum, RN; Psychiatry (Rio)

Kathleen Waite, RN; Pediatrics (Madison)

John Thompson, RN; Internal medicine (Appleton)
Carla Griffin, RN; OB/GYN (Madison)

Kathleen Roebber, RN; Pediatrics (Milwaukee)

Melva Stockwell, RN; Oncology (Lake Geneva)
Susannah Ausley, RN; Emergency medicine (Eau Claire)
Barbara Cotton, RN; Allergy and Immunology (Milwaukee)
Pamela Bass, RN; Oncology (Mount Pleasant)
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Deborah Allred-Lane, RN; Emergency medicine (Milwaukee)
Linda Grant, RN; Psychiatry (Oshkosh)

Elizabeth Zahn, RN; Pediatrics (De Pere)

Mary Kay Grosskopf, RN, BSN, OCN; Oncology (Wausau)
Annie Brumm, RN, CEN, TCRN; Emergency medicine (Algoma)
Lynnae Mathison Raether, RN, MSN; OB/GYN (Columbus)
Diane Anderson, FNP, CDECS, CDC-DPP (Racine)

Nancy Ranum, NP (Madison)

Susan Becker, RN (Madison)

Mary George, RN (Milwaukee)

Lisa Mueller, RN (Kenosha)

Sandra Ladik, RN (Madison)

Pamela Walker, RN (Milwaukee)

Janet McGrorty, RN (Milwaukee)

Janice Pogorzelski, LPN (Milwaukee)

Lenora Brown, LPN (Milwaukee)

Ann Louise Tetreault, RN (Madison)

Susan Schweitzer, RN (Columbus)

Patricia Bishop, RN (Wausau)

Sandra Dotson, RN (Milwaukee)

Sarah Rankin, RN (Madison)

Joan Berg, RN (Brookfield)

Julia Means, RN (Milwaukee)

Lisa Reinhart, RN (Madison)

Carol Barbian, RN (Oshkosh)

Judy Belland RN, BSN, LSN (Hudson)

Stephen Ohly RN, LMFT (Milwaukee)

Theodore Voth, CNA (Madison)

Callie Bednarek, Medical Student (Pewaukee)
Sheyenne Tung, Medical Student (Milwaukee)

Allison Dentice, Medical Student (Hartford)
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