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Statement on DSPS Commercial Plan Review Backlog 
  

MADISON, July 22, 2020 — John Mielke, president of the Associated Builders and 
Contractors of Wisconsin, issued the following statement regarding the Wisconsin 
Department of Safety and Professional Services commercial plan review backlog: 

“ABC of Wisconsin and its members have appreciated the opportunity to work with 
Department of Safety and Professional Services Secretary-designee Dawn Crim and the 
Legislature over the last year to try and fix the commercial plan review backlog. The recent 
DSPS report details modest gains from important, but preliminary efforts by DSPS to start 
addressing the commercial plan review backlog. 

“Please note that contractors are reporting that COVID-19 has decreased the volume of 
new construction projects being proposed, which in addition to the DSPS reforms, has 
lessened the commercial plan review backlog. More plans will be submitted as the 
economy continues to restart and rebuild. 

“Secretary-designee Crim’s previously publicly-stated goal to ABC members was to have 
commercial plans reviewed in 4-6 weeks. The problem with the report using an ‘average’ is 
that an equal number of plans are taking much longer to review as are taking much less 
time to review.We look forward to continuing to work with Secretary-designee Crim and the 
Legislature to make the significant and meaningful necessary reforms to commercial plan 
review and fix the backlog before winter curbs construction in Wisconsin.” 
 
Associated Builders and Contractors is a national construction industry trade association established in 1950 that 
represents more than 21,000 members. Founded on the merit shop philosophy, ABC and its 69 chapters help 
members develop people, win work and deliver that work safely, ethically and profitably for the betterment of the 
communities in which ABC and its members work. The Wisconsin Chapter, based out of Madison, is the largest in 
the country with 895 members in 2019. Visit us at abcwi.org.    
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